LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 


Sacramento 
January  1955 


HONORABLE  HAROLD  J.  POWERS,  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  SENATE 

and 

HONORABLE  LUTHER  H.  LINCOLN,  SPEAKER  OF  THE  ASSEMBLY 

Pursuant  to  Division  5,  Part  1,  Chapter  2,  Article  1*3  Section  3211 
of  the  Welfare  and  Institutions  Code,  the  Coordinating  Council  on  State 
Programs  for  the  Blind  herewith  submits  to  the  Legislature  its  third  an- 
nual report  covering  the  period  from  July  1,  1953  to  June  30,  195G* 


Copies  of  this  report  are  being  forwarded  to  the  State  Board  of 
Social  Welfare,  the  State  Board  of  Education,  and  the  State  Board  of 
Public  Health. 

We  believe  the  work  of  the  council  has  furthered  the  principle  con- 
tained in  the  statute  creating  the  council]  namely,  provide  for  the  coor- 
dination of  the  functions  and  programs  of  the  various  state  departments 
insofar  as  such  functions  and  programs  affect  the  adult  blind. 

We  trust  this  report  will  be  of  assistance  to  the  Legislature. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

COORDINATING  COUNCIL  ON  STATE  PROGRAMS 

FOR  THE  BLIND 

Malcolm  H,  Merrill,  M.D.,  Director 

State  Department  of  Public  Health 

George  K,  Wyman,  Director 

State  Department  of  Social  Welfare 

Roy  E,  Simpson,  Director 

State  Department  of  Education 


I Membership,  Functions,  and  Organization  of  the  Council 

At  the  beginning  of  the  twelve -month  period  covered  by  this  report 
(7/1/53  - 6/30/5 k),  the  membership  of  the  Council  consisted  of: 

Wilton  L,  Halverson,  M,  D,,  Director,  State  Department  of 
Public  Health, 

Charles  I,  Schottland,  Director,  State  Department  of  Social  Welfare, 

Roy  E,  Simpson,  Director,  State  Department  of  Education 

During  the  year,  Dr,  Halverson  resigned  from  state  department  service. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  3211  of  the  Welfare  and  Institutions 
Code,  Malcolm  H,  Merrill,  M,  D»,  with  his  appointment  as  Director  of  Public  Health, 
became  a member  of  the  Coordinating  Council, 

The  functions  and  organization  of  the  Council  continued  as  described  in 
preceding  reports,  with  the  Coordinating  Committee  on  State  Services  for  the  Blind 
serving  as  a working  committee  reporting  to  the  Council  at  its  regular  quarterly 
meetings, 

II  Review  of  programs  during  the  fiscal  year  1953-5U 

SOCIAL  WELFARE  FROGRAMS  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Aid  for  blind  persons  in  California  is  available  under  three  social  welfare 
programs:  Aid  to  Needy  Blind;  Aid  to  Partially  Self-supporting  Blind  Residents; 

and  Prevention  of  Blindness,  The  first  two  programs  are  administered  by  the  coun- 
ties under  the  supervision  of  the  State  Department  of  Social  Welfare,  The  Prevention 
of  Blindness  program  is  administered  by  the  State  Department  of  Social  Welfare  with 
the  cooperation  of  the  county  welfare  departments.  These  programs  make  available 
the  following  services: 

1*  Financial  assistance  to  those  who  meet  eligibility  requirements, 
as  specified  by  law,  to  enable  blind  persons  to  maintain  a min- 
imum standard  of  living  and  to  conserve  self-respect, 

2,  Encouragement  and  opportunity  to  achieve  independence  - physical, 
social  and  economic, 

3,  Medical  treatment  or  surgery  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  or 
the  restoration  of  vision. 

In  addition  to  supervising  county  administration  of  the  Aid  to  the  Blind 
programs,  the  department  is  putting  forth  continuous  effort  to  assist  blind  persons 
to  decrease  their  dependency  - physical,  social  and  economic.  This  activity  re- 
quires many  concurrent  approaches  which  also  result  in  raising  the  whole  level  of 
administration  of  Aid  to  the  Blind, 
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Encouraging  Self-support 

There  has  been  continuous  encouragement  of  recipients  of  Aid  to  Partially 
Self-supporting  Blind  Residents  to  achieve  self-support.  Fifty-four  cases  were 
discontinued  during  1953-5U  because  of  earnings,  out  of  an  average  caseload  of 
At  the  same  time,  the  department  and  counties  continued  to  review  and  critically 
evaluate  plans  for  self-support  under  this  program.  The  effects  of  such  review 
are  reflected  in  the  fact  that  nearly  100  recipients  were  transferred  during  the 
year  from  the  Aid  to  Partially  Self-supporting  Blind  Residents  program  to  the 
Aid  to  Weedy  Blind  Program, 

To  implement  legislation  requiring  those  administering  Aid  to  the  Blind 
to  do  everything  possible  to  help  blind  persons  decrease  dependency,  a four-way 
referral  plan  was  entered  into  by  the  State  Department  of  Social  Welfare  and  the 
Bureau  of  Vocational  Rehabilitation,  Oakland  Orientation  Center  for  the  Blind, 
and  Field  Service  for  Adult  Blind  in  the  State  Department  of  Education,  As  a 
result  of  this  agreement  blind  persons  who  are  potentially  self-supporting  are 
carefully  screened,  and  specialized  state  services  are  made  available  to  them. 

Prevention  of  Blindness 


For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  program,  corneal  transplant 
surgery  was  performed  and  the  first  case  was  quite  successful. 

To  improve  the  selection  of  patients  for  the  program,  a procedure  was 
worked  out  which  not  only  requires  the  preliminary  physical  examination  but  a 
report  from  the  social  workers  in  the  form  of  a social  evaluation.  Neither  re- 
port may  show  any  contraindication  to  surgery  if  the  patient  is  to  be  assigned 
to  a surgeon.  Addition  of  the  presurgical  social  diagnosis  has  resulted  in 
better  postsurgical  physical  adjustments. 

Partial  reimbursement  for  the  cost  of  eye  care  is  being  obtained  in  an 
increasing  number  of  cases  since  many  patients  now  have  health  insurance,  A study 
by  the  State  Ophthalmologist  of  the  postsurgical  adjustments  effected  by  1^000 
patients  having  cataract  surgery  under  the  program  showed  that  improved  vision 
resulted  for  more  than  96  percent  of  the  patients. 

During  the  fiscal  year  surgeries  were  performed  on  218  patients.  In  addi- 
tion, 20  patients  were  provided  with  glasses  and  33  with  treatment  for  glaucoma. 

Roundtable  Conferences 


Eight  roundtable  conferences  were  held  during  the  year  for  county  welfare 
directors  and  case  workers  and  case  supervisors  concerned  with  the  Aid  to  the  Blind 
programs.  Participating  were  representatives  from  19  counties.  These  conferences 
help  to  raise  the  general  standards  of  administration  and  supervision  by  providing 
for  an  exchange  of  ideas  on  all  phases  of  the  program. 

Segregated  Caseloads  and  Special  Bureaus 

At  present  almost  90  percent  of  the  state-wide  caseload  of  Aid  to  the  Blind 
is  administered  on  a segregated  basis.  Considerable  progress  has  been  made  by  coun- 
ties in  achieving  smaller  caseloads.  By  the  close  of  the  year  six  of  the  largest 
counties  had  established  special  bureaus  for  the  blind.  Special  bureaus  for  the 
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blind  and  smaller,  segregated  caseloads  are  doing  much  to  implement  the  statutory- 
requirement  that  efforts  be  made  to  decrease  dependency,  since  they  encourage  more 
awareness  of  special  problems  of  the  blind  and  permit  more  intensive  casework  effort. 

Determination  of  Degree  of  Blindness 

During  the  year  a total  of  8,230  reports  of  eye  examinations  were  reviewed 
to  determine  eligibility  as  to  degree  of  blindness,  as  well  as  feasibility  for  eye 
care  treatment.  Of  the  reports  reviewed,  88  percent  were  completed  by  ophthalmol- 
ogists and  12  percent  by  optometrists. 

The  number  of  qualified  examiners  to  determine  degree  of  blindness  has  been 
increased.  Approximately  350  ophthalmologists  and  180  optometrists  were  available 
to  assist  counties  in  processing  applications. 

Changing  Nature  of  Caseloads 

At  present  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  recipients  of  Aid  to  the  Blind  are 
over  65  years  of  age.  This  proportion  will  tend  to  decrease  in  the  years  immedi- 
ately ahead  because  of  two  factors:  (l)  The  increased  coverage  and  larger  benefits 

under  Old  Age  and  Survivors1  Insurance  will  mean  that  fewer  aged  persons  will  be 
applying  for  public  assistance;  (2)  the  number  of  younger  blind  persons  is  increas- 
ing rapidly.  The  number  of  blind  children  of  preschool  age  in  California  has  risen 
from  an  estimated  100  in  19b3  to  600  today.  Seventy-four  percent  of  this  blindness 
is  due  to  retrolental  fibroplasia.  This  means  that  an  increasing  emphasis  must  be 
placed  in  the  social  welfare  programs  for  the  blind  upon  reduction  in  dependency 
among  younger  blind  persons  - particularly  economic  dependency. 

Legislation 


Major  legislative  changes  which  became  effective  during  the  year  included: 
(l)  provision  for  a Relatives*  Contribution  Scale  for  determining  the  pecuniary 
ability  of  responsible  relatives  of  applicants  for,  and  recipients  of,  Aid  to  the 
Blind;  and  (2)  statutory  provision  that  every  person  administering  Aid  to  the  Blind 
must  perform  his  duties  in  such  manner  as  to  assist  blind  persons  to  decrease  or 
eliminate  dependency.  Both  of  these  legislative  changes  have  already  done  much  to 
improve  administration  of  Aid  to  the  Blind  throughout  the  state. 

Caseload  and  Expenditure  Trends 

The  number  of  recipients  of  Aid  to  the  Blind  continued  in  1953-5U  the  mod- 
erate upward  trend  which  has  been  characteristic  since  19^6,  The  increase  from 
11,792  in  June  1953  to  12,2C8  in  June  195U,  is  accounted  for  by  a rise  in  Aid  to 
Needy  Blind  cases,  since  the  total  number  of  recipients  of  Aid  to  Partially  Self- 
supporting  Blind  Residents  dropped  from  U91  to  in  this  period. 

Monthly  expenditures  for  Aid  to  the  Blind  were  about  $30*000  higher  by 
June  195U  than  in  June  1953*  The  increase  is  due  solely  to  the  rise  in  case- 
load since  the  average  grants  for  both  Aid  to  the  Needy  Blind  and  Aid  to  the 
Partially  Self-supporting  Blind  Residents  were  slightly  lower  than  a year  earlier. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  PROGRAMS  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 


Through  its  several  bureaus,  the  State  Department  of  Public  Health  con- 
tinued its  efforts  to  decrease  the  incidence  of  blindness  in  California.  These 
efforts  were  directed  toward  the  prevention  of  eye  infections  in  newborn  infants; 
the  prevention  or  control  of  acute  infectious  diseases  among  children;  the  pre- 
vention of  premature  births;  the  prevention  of  eye  injuries  through  home  accidents; 
the  control  of  occupational  hazards;  and  the  early  discovery  of  chronic  diseases 
which  may  result  in  blindness. 

Research  on  the  Causes  of  Retrolental  Fibroplasia 

Of  the  U83  blind  children  of  preschool  age  currently  served  by  home  teachers 
in  California,  approximately  75%>  were  blinded  by  retrolental  fibroplasia. 

Retrolental  fibroplasia  is  a disease  of  the  eye  which  affects  prematurely- 
born  infants,  and  which  results  in  blindness  in  a larger  number  of  these  babies, 
particularly  those  of  very  low  birth  weight.  This  condition,  unknown  fifteen  years 
ago,  had  a rspid  increase  apparently  reaching  a peak  in  1952.  However,  the  inci- 
dence for  1953  and  195k  is  not  yet  completely  known  since  cases  frequently  do  not 
come  to  the  attention  of  an  agency  immediately. 

The  disease  is  thought  to  be  related  in  some  way  to  some  change  which  has 
taken  place  over  the  past  decade  in  the  management  of  premature  infants.  The  evi- 
dence associating  this  condition  with  the  amount  or  method  of  oxygen  administration 
to  these  small  babies  grows  daily  more  conclusive.  Since  oxygen  is  often  lifesaving, 
it  is  important  to  identify  the  precise  factor  of  dosage  which  is  related  to  retro- 
lental fibroplasia. 

A committee  composed  of  the  heads  of  the  departmentsof  obstetrics,  ophthal- 
mology, and  pediatrics  of  the  five  medical  schools  in  this  state  worked  with  the 
department  to  draw  up  a plan  for  cooperative  study,  involving  all  five  schools. 

This  committee  recognizes  the  paramount  importance  of  a vigorous  educational  cam- 
paign directed  towards  physicians,  hospitals,  and  nursing  staffs;  and  is  preparing 
to  support  such  a program  when  study  here  and  elsewhere  conclusively  points  to  the 
specific  causes  of  retrolental  fibroplasia. 

EDUCATIONAL  PROGRAMS  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Through  the  several  agencies  established  by  the  Legislature  and  administered 
or  supervised  by  the  Department  of  Education,  California  continued  to  provide  a wide 
variety  of  services  to  meet  the  individual  needs  of  many  of  the  twenty  thousand  blind 
persons  in  the  state.  The  program  includes  special  education  for  blind  children  of 
all  ages;  reader  service  for  blind  college  students;  talking  book  and  Braille  library 
facilities;  home  teaching  and  guidance  for  recently  blinded  persons;  intensive  orien- 
tation and  prevocational  training;  vocational  counseling,  training,  and  placement 
for  blind  adults  who  desire  to  be  productive  and  independent;  local  centers  where 
blind  adults  may  learn  handicrafts  through  xdiich  they  may  supplement  the  Aid  to 
Needy  Blind  which  they  receive;  state-subsidized  workshops  for  blind  men  and  women 
who  desire  full-time  employment  but  who  are  unable  to  secure  it  in  private  indus- 
tries. 


Home  Teaching  for  Preschool  Blind  Children 

To  meet  the  needs  of  the  increasing  number  of  blind  children  of  preschool 
age,  and  their  parents,  the  number  of  home  teachers  performing  this  service  was 
increased  during  the  year  from  h to  5,  and  the  number  of  children  served  from  207 
to  22li«  The  work  of  these  teachers  is  supervised  by  the  Superintendent  of  the 
California  School  for  the  Blind, 

Education  of  Blind  Children  of  School  Age 

During  1953-5U  the  number  of  blind  children  who  received  special  elementary 
or  secondary  education,  including  adjustment  to  normal  living  in  a sighted  world, 
increased  from  350  to  368,  Of  these  165  were  in  residence  at  the  California  School 
for  the  Blind,  and  203  were  enrolled  in  special  classes  in  11  local  school  districts 
at  Fresno,  Hawthorne,  Long  Beach,  Los  Angeles,  Sacramento,  San  Francisco,  San  Leandro, 
San  nateo,  Santa  Ana,  Stockton,  and  Temple  City,  Of  the  pupils  resident  at  the  state 
school,  16  from  the  10th,  11th,  or  12th  grades  attended  public  high  schools  in 
Berkeley  or  Oakland,  Among  the  children  at  the  resident  school  there  were  9 who  were 
both  deaf  and  blind* 


Reader  Service  for  Blind  College  Students 

During  the  year,  68  qualified  blind  students  enrolled  in  colleges  or  uni- 
versities in  the  state,  received  assistance  from  the  reader* s fund.  The  total  amount 
thus  expended  was  $2^,116,33;  the  average  per  student  was  &35U.65,  Of  the  recipients 
3 received  Bachelor  of  Arts  degrees  and  5 received  Master  of  Arts  degreesduring  the 
twelve -month  period. 


State  Library  - Books  for  the  Blind 


During  the  fiscal  year  1953-5^  there  was  an  increase  of  approximately 
30  percent  in  the  circulation  of  Talking  Books,  Braille  books  and  Moon  type  books* 
Most  of  this  increase  was  due  to  the  increase  in  the  circulation  of  Talking  Books  * 
During  1953-5U  we  circulated  75,772  volumes  of  embossed  books  and  containers  of 
Talking  Book  records  as  contrasted  with  58,U±9  volumes  and  containers  in  1952-53*- 

Government  talking  book  machines  were  loaned  this  year  to  117  blind  child- 
ren from  the  ages  of  5 to  16,  The  Library  of  Congress  supplied  50  Talking  Book 
machines  especially  adapted  to  play  textbooks  which  have  been  recorded  on  Soundscriber 
records.  These  machines  are  lent  to  students  who  are  having  their  textbooks  recorded 
for  them  by  volunteer  groups  which  have  been  organized  for  this  purpose. 

Home  Teaching  and  Guidance  for  Recently  Blinded  Adults 

For  the  year  1953-5U,  the  Legislature  authorized  an  increase  of  six  home 
teachers  for  this  service,  bringing  the  total  staff  to  25,  This  made  it  possible 
for  the  field  workers  to  give  guidance  and  teaching  service  to  blind  adults  in  the 
more  remote  rural  areas  throughout  the  state,  and  to  meet  more  adequately  the  in- 
creasing demand  in  Southern  California,  During  the  year  the  home  teachers  made 
approximately  lii,8U8  home  visits;  and  gave  counseling,  training,  and  orientation 
assistance  to  an  average  of  2,019  blind  clients  each  month* 
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Intensive  Orientation  and  Prevocational  Training 


During  the  period  covered  by  this  report,  the  Oakland  Orientation  Center 
for  the  Blind  completed  its  seconf  full  year  of  operation*  Of  the  56  blind  persons 
referred  to  the  Center,  21+  were  enrolled  as  trainees*  Of  the  2l+  there  were:  9 who 

completed  the  training  and  entered  productive  employment;  2 who  completed  the  train- 
ing and  went  on  into  another  institution  for  specific  vocational  preparation;  2 who 
failed  to  profit  from  the  training  and  were  dropped;  one  who  died;  and  10  who  were 
still  enrolled  at  the  Center  as  of  June  30,  195U# 

Vocational  Rehabilitation  of  Blind  Adults 

During  the  year  ending  June  30,  1 951+*  the  Bureau  of  Vocational  Rehabilitate 
assisted  91  blind  adults  to  secure  full-time  remunerative  employment*  Of  these, 

1+7  secured  jobs  in  private  industry;  13  started  small  business  ventures;  27  were 
placed  in  vending  stand  operations;  1+  in  other  miscellaneous  occupations*  So  far 
as  the  Bureau  was  aware,  no  job  placements  of  blind  adults  were  effected  by  the 
State  Employment  Services.  In  some  instances  job  placements  were  arranged  by  the 
Field  Service  staff  but  the  total  number  of  these  is  not  known.  Of  the  91  blind 
persons  placed,  27  were  removed  from  the  relief  roles.  After  placement  the  average 
weekly  earning  per  blind  person  was  £53* 


Employment  in  State-subsidized  Workshops 

The  fiscal  year  1953-51+  showed  a marked  decrease  in  volume  of  sales  from 
the  three  workshop  centers  for  the  blind  operated  by  the  Department  of  Education* 
The  trend  in  gross  profit  on  sales  for  the  last  five  years  has  been  as  follows J 

1919-50  1950-61  1951-52  1952-53  1953-51+ 

$5$,7&  4.113,012  $2S2,9<52  v163,309  4.27,356 

The  increase  which  commenced  in  1950-51  and  reached  a peak  in  May  of  1952 
was  due  to  sales  to  the  Armed  Forces  of  the  United  States,  These  sales  began  to 
fall  off  abruptly  in  February  1953*  and  by  June  of  195U>  had  practically  ceased* 

The  effort  which  was  made  to  secure  other  markets  to  rep la  ce  the  decreased  sales 
to  the  Federal  Government  is  indicated  by  the  following  analysis  of  gross  sales 
by  the  Los  Angeles  Center  furing  the  last  three  years: 


1951-52  1952-53  1953-5U 


Sales  to  Federal  Government  $1,000,600  $922,351+ 

All  other  sales  381+,876  1+81,028 

$1,365,1*75  $1,1*03,362 


$1*26,567 

611,298 

$i7037,85? 


With  the  decrease  in  volume  of  sales  it  was  necessary  to  curtail  production 
and  this,  in  turn,  reduced  the  man-hours  of  work  for  blind  men  and  women.  To  study 
the  problems  which  this  situation  presented  to  the  blind  men  and  women  involved, 
and  to  the  state,  the  Budget  Comini ttee  of  the  Legislature  has  secured  the  assist- 
ance of  an  Advisory  Committee  of  outstanding  industrialists  and  business  executives 
whose  psliminary  report  is  expected  in  the  near  future. 
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PROGRESS  IN  COORDINATION  OF  PROGRAMS  FOR  THE  BLU'D 


During  the  year  1953-5b  substantial  progress  was  made  in  coordinating  the 
work  of  four  of  the  California  State  agencies  which  serve  blind  adults.  The  attached 
"Inter-agency  Referral  Form"  indicates  the  procedures  which  have  been  set  up  to  faci- 
litate and  expedite  in  proper  sequence  the  interlocking  services  which  these  four 
agencies  offer.  The  coordination  which  has  been  effected  is  not  restricted  to  the 
use  of  the  referral  form  but  includes,  also,  the  systematic  sharing  of  pertinent 
information  through  letters  and  personal  conferences. 

Ill  Problems  Considered  by  the  Council 

During  the  year  the  following  problems  relating  to  blindness  in  California 
were  studied  by  the  Coordinating  Committee  and  reviewed  by  the  Council: 

Increase  in  the  number  of  blind  children.  The  present  rate  of  in- 
crease  in  California  is  from  80  to  100  blind  children  per  year.  It  is 
estimated  that  there  are  at  present  approximately  600  preschool  blind 
children  in  the  state.  The  number  of  blind  children  of  school  age  is 
approximately  UOO.  The  disproportionately  large  number  in  the  pre- 
school group  has  been  caused  primarily  by  the  incidence  of  retrolental 
fibroplasia  among  premature  infants. 

To  adequately  meet  the  special  educational  needs  of  the  increasing 
number  of  blind  children,  the  Department  of  Education  plans:  (l)  a 

limited  increase  in  the  capacity  of  the  California  School  for  the  Blind; 

(2)  the  transfer  from  the  State  School  to  local  school  districts  of  as 
many  as  possible  of  the  older  pupils;  (3)  the  development  in  local  school 
districts  of  special  teaching  facilities  for  blind  children  of  all  ages. 

Causes  of  blindness  in  California.  The  Council  approved  the  proposal 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Health  to  secure  a grant  from  the  W,  H,  Kellogg 
Foundation  to  establish  a pilot  program  - a demonstration  in  public  health 
methodology  - which  would  attempt  to  establish  the  prevalence  of  the  vari- 
ous forms  of  blindness  and  precursors  of  blindness,  to  investigate  the 
epidemiology  of  the  various  types,  and  on  the  basis  of  these  findings,  to 
devise  and  operate  a demonstration  preventive  program  for  a specified 
period  of  time,  concluding  with  an  evaluation. 

Such  a program  might  include:  study  and  demonstration  of  the  potenti- 

alities of  case  finding  through  screening  surveys;  a review  of  the  re- 
sources available  for  referrals  made  for  care;  inservice  educational  pro- 
grams carried  on  with  all  professional  groups  who  can  contribute  to  the 
prevention  of  blindness;  and  public  education. 

In  the  collection  of  information  concerning  the  prevalence  and  causes 
of  blindness,  the  Department  of  Public  Health  would  seek  the  cooperation 
of  other  agencies  and  professional  groups  throughout  the  state. 

Addition  of  a consultant  in  the  Bureau  of  Special  Education.  The 
Department  of  Education  reported  that  with  the  present  increase  in  the 
number  of  blind  children,  and  with  the  expectation  of  an  even  more  rapid 
increase  in  the  years  just  ahead,  there  was  need  for  an  additional 
Consultant  in  the  Bureau  of  Special  Education  to  devote  full  time  to 
the  promotion  and  supervision  of  education  for  blind  pupils  in  the  local 
school  districts  throughout  the  state.  The  Council  went  on  record  in  sup- 
port of  the  department's  request  for  such  an  additional  position. 
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policy  concerning;  Aid  to  Blind  workers  in  State-subsidized  workshops. 
During  the  year  the  departments  of  welfare  and  education  initiated  pro- 
cedures to  improve  the  coordination  of  policies  governing  the  admission 
of  blind  workers  to  the  workshops  with  the  regulations  governing  Aid  to 
Needy  Blind  and  Aid  to  Partially  Self-supporting  Blind,. 

After  discussion  of  the  various  ramifications  of  the  ANB  and  the 
AP  SB  programs  for  individuals  employed  in  state  workshops  and  Opportunity 
Centers,  it  was  suggested  that  AFSB  be  granted  for  a reasonable  trial 
period  to  individuals  in  the  workshops  with  a subsequent  review  of  each 
case  by  the  County  Welfare  Department  in  cooperation  with  the  local  work- 
shop manager.  Such  a review  should  determine  vh ether  the  individual  has 
successfully  completed  his  trial  period  and  is  now  able  to  achieve  self- 
support,  whether  some  additional  time  on  APSB  is  needed,  or  whether  he 
should  be  transferred  to  ANB,  A definite  plan  to  translate  this  policy 
into  action  was  agreed  upon, 

IV  Items  to  be  considered  by  the  Council  during  195U-55? 

During  the  year  195>h-55  the  Council  plans  to  give  special  attention  to 
such  items  as: 

1,  Ways  in  which  the  Council  can  assist  the  Department  of  Public 
Health  in  its  project  for  the  prevention  of  blindness, 

2,  Ways  in  which  the  program  for  the  vocational  rehabilitation 
of  blind  adults  can  be  strengthened, 

3,  Ways  in  which  centers  may  be  developed  to  give  blind  men  and 
women  the  opportunity  for  part-time  occupation  in  making 
articles  which  may  be  made  and  sold  in  local  communities, 

lu  An  appraisal  of  the  existing  state -subsidized  workshops  for 
the  blind  - their  purposes  and  actual  accomplishments  in 
relation  to  what  they  cost. 


Interagency  Referral  Form 


Division  for  the  Blind,  State  Department  of  Social  Welfare  (DB) 

Bureau  of  Vocational  Rehabilitation,  State  Department  of  Education  (BVR) 
Field  Services  for  the  Adult  Blind,  11  n " w (FSAB) 

Oakland  Orientation  Center  for  the  Blind  " ” 11  w (UD) 


Referrals : 

Case : 

1. 

From 

to 

Date 

Name 

2. 

From 

to 

Date 

Address 

3. 

From 

to 

Date 

County 


AB  Case  No* 


Case  data 

1.  Age  Sex  Years  blind  Degree  of  vision 

Cause  of  blindness 

2.  Living  arrangements  and  family  members 
3*  General  health 

U*  General  disposition 
5*  Adjustment  to  blindness 
6.  Education 
7*  Work  history 

8*  Present  attitude  toward  employment 


$>•  Skills,  traits,  circumstances,  and  conditions  favorable  to  rehabilitation 


10#  Traits,  circumstances,  and  conditions  unfavorable  to  rehabilitation 


Recommendations  ? (indicate  by  X mark) 

FSAB  to  retain  case;  no  referral 

OC  to  consider  case  for  intensive  orientation 

BVR  to  contact  and  consider  case  for  vocational  rehabilitation 


Remarks : 


Report  by 

Signature  Agency  Date 


Signature  Agency  Date 


Signature 


Agency 


Date 
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